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PENNSYLVANIA AND OHIO CANAL, 


Report on the subject of the Pennsylvania and Ohio 
Canal,—Presented in the Senate, Dec. 31, 1834. 
Br Mr. Kine. 


Mr. King, from the select committee, to which was re- 


they will be found sufficient to cover the cost of the 
work.” 

In speaking of the importance o‘ this connection, the 
Canal Commissioners of Penusylvania in their late re- 
port before referred to, observe: ** That a cross cut 
canal from Akron, on the Ohio Canal, along the valley 
ferred the memorial of the Pennsylvania and Ohio | of the Mahoning, to tie Pennsvivania Canal, would, in 
Canal Company, and so much of the unfinished busi- | the opinion of the Caual Commissioners, be high'y bene- 
ness of the last session, as relates toa bill further | ficial to both States, It would open a direct, safe, 
supplementary to an act entitled “ An act to provide | cheap and expeditious channel, for the citizens of Ohio, 
for the internal improvement of the State of Ohio, by | to send their agricultural productions to a market on 
navigable canals,” having carefully examined the | the seaboard, and enable them, in return, to receive 
subjects, respectfully submitted the following merchandise from the eas!. It would, by the additional 

REPORT: commerce thrown upon the Pennsylvania and Ohio Ca- 


; nals, give activi'y to trade, employment to capital, and 
That said company was incorporated by the Legisla- 


business to merchants, traders, and boatmen; and, con- 
ture of Ohio, in 1827, to which act of incorporation, the 
assent of the Legislature of Pennsylvania was subse- 
quently given, for the purpose of constructing a canal 
from ** such suitable point on the Portage summit of 
the Ohiv Canal,as the Ohio Canal Commissioners should 
direct, to the waters of the Mahoning river, and from 
thence to intersect the Pennsylvania, or Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal, at or near the city of Pittsburg, with 
liberty, in case that either of said canals should be con- 


sequently, it would stimulate and promote the great 
primary interests of agr-culture. Punctuality is said to 
be the life of business; but to be punctual to engage- 
ments, requ.res certainty in the means by which those 
engagements are to be fulfilled. Therefore, in a 
contest for the rich trade of the west and northwest,we 
should, if possible, avoid all risks and-delays. and con- 
sequently broken voyages, that may arise from either 
floods or low water, by having a continuous canal, from 


tinued from Pittsburg a the Ohio river, and up the | the Allegheny mountains to Lake Erie and the Ohio 
Big Beaver, towards Lake Erie,then to in ersect either | river, below its pr.ncipal obstructions.” 

of said canals, constructed as aforesaid, at the most The Canal Commissioners of Ohio, in the report 
suitable and convenient point;” thus securing to the | made to the Legislature at the last session, also remark, 
public, by the conditions of the charter, an unbroken | that, 

canal communication, from the Ohio Canal tothe main| ‘* The proposed work will remove the only remain- 
line of the Pennsylvania Canal, and, through that line, ing obstruction, which exists in the way of a direct com- 
to the city of Philadelphia, interrupted only by the | mercial intercourse between the interior of Ohio, and 
short Portage rail — — the Allegheny rid,e, | the great commercial marts of Philadelphia and Balti- 
about thirty eight miles in length, That owing to this | more. A free access to these cities, will open to our 
uncertainty, as to the point of intersection with the | citizens a choice of markets, and create a competition 
Pennsylvania canal, and wi'nessing the steady progress | between these cities and New York, for supplying the 
— the State of a a —— Je ee western country with goods, = must necessarily 
in ‘ ! ‘ . 

G yer mprovements towards the Unio Vanal, the | operate to the advantage of the western people. It 
company have hitherto deemed it their duty to post- | will also open a direct channel of commerce, between 
so the sone of —— for es . — Lake Erie and the other upper Lakes,on the one hand, 

The — oO oo as _ completed her | and I ittsburg; and, by means of the Pennsylvania Ca- 
— hire! age P _ Bd urg, oe 3M | non vere — oon ceenen ee 
rail road reterr » and from the mouth of the Big’ on the other. fe need not here give a detailed view, 
Beaver up to New Castle, and within about eight miles | of the advantages resulting to the immense region of 
of the Ohio State line; which has reduced the distance, | country bordering on these Lakes, froma choice of 
by which this extended line of canal can be united to | markets, as well as from thus being enabled to avoid the 
the Ohio Canal, through the Mal oning valley, to about delay in reaching the seaboard,through the New York 
85 miles, — to Mr. Dodge’s — | canal, by the long continuance of the ice in the eastern 

The Canal Commissioners of Pennsylvania, in their | end of Lake Erie in the spring. Nor is the country 
report to the Legislature, at their last session, also say, | adjacent to the Ohio river, and its navigable branches, 
“ they have no hesitation,in recommending the further | below Portsmouth, less interested in the proposed 
extension, of the Beaver division, to the Ohio State | work,than the Lake country. A large proportion ofthe 
line, ut tne expense, and for the benefit of the com- | goods, procured for the supply of the western country, 
monwealth,” which would sill further diminish the | are now purchased in the cities of Philadelphia and 
pe _ ee ne to —— 76 —— the | anna ae this eepebess to we apuetenon 
entire line Of which, has been Carefully surveyed, tin- | tinue to be the case. Most of these goods are broug 
der the direction of the Canal Commissioners of Ohio, | to Pittsburg or Wheeling, and sent from thence, down 
and the estimated expense given in detail, amounting the river by water. When the Ohio river, above 
to $764,372, of which estimates, the canal commission- | Portsmouth, is too low to permit the navigation of 
e's, in their special report upon this subject, to the lant | steam boats, of a medium size, the transportation of 
Legislature, say ; the prices affixed .o the different | goods down the rivers is attended with much expense, 
tems of work, in these estimates are believed to be li. | and great liability to loss or damage. Should the pro- 

beral, and so far as our experience enables us to judge, | posed improvement be ma:'e, these cvils would, in a 
Vou. XV. 9 
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great degree be avoided; a safe and convenient canal 
navigation, would thus be formed, from Pittsburg to 
Portsmouth, not liuble to be interrupted, for any con- 
siderable time, except by ice inthe winter. And below 
Portsmoyth, a small class of boats can, at all times, ply 
with safety. 

‘*The board entertain the confident belief, that, 
should the proposed communication be effected,a large 
proportion of the foreign goods, and of the heavy arti- 
cles, manufactured at Pittsburg, which now descend 
the Ohio, would in that event, pass through our canal 
from the junction of the proposed Pennsylvania and 
Ohio Canal, to Portsmouth, particularly when the Ohio 
river is low; and no doubt can exist, in relation to the 
establishment of an active commerce, between the 
whole country near the Ohio Canal and Pittsburg.— 
These new branches of commercial intercourse and 
transportation, cannot fail to add greatly to the reve 
nue, as well as to the usefulness of the Ohio Canal. In 
relation to the second branch of the inquiry,to wit, the 
most practicable route, and probable expense of ac- 
complishing the object, the board feel no hesitation, in 
giving it, as their decided opinion, that the Mahoning 
route so called, is the only one of the routes, to which 
public cttention has been dir: cited, on which a canal 
can be made, by the expenditure of any sum, which 
the object in view can possibly justify, whére an ade- 
quate supply of water can at all seasons of the year,be 
commanded. There is no doubt of the entire practica- 
bility of this route; and the supply of water, both for 
the summit and lower levels is abundant. 

“ The board entertain no doubt, that the influence of 
the proposed canal, when completed, will add greatly 
to the business on the Ohio Canal, and consequently to | 
the revenue arising from tolls collected thereon, and | 
at the same time, that the to!ls collected on the pro- 
posed canal itself, will be equal to the interest on its 
cost, as Seon as commercial business shall have adapted | 
itself to the new facilities which this work will undoubt- 
edly offer.” 

‘these views and opinions of the Canal Commissioners 
of Pennsylvania and Ohio, thus officially expressed, at 
the call of the Legislature, your committee think are 
entitkd to great weight, and an attentive consideration, 
formed, as they must have been, on long practical ex- 
perience and observation, upon a subject in which they 
can have no personal feeling or interest. Your com- 
mittee would further suggest, that the charter granted 
to this company is the ouly one,the provisions of which | 
necessarily secure to the citizens of Ohio a continuous 
canal communication from the Ohio Canal to Pittsburg, 
and the main line of the Pennsylvania Canal—that it 
will shorten the distance from the point of its intersec- 
tion with the Ohio Canal to Philadelphia, from what it 
now is to New York, by the Lakeand New York Canal, 
about two hundred miles—save the expense of a double 
transhipm: nt—avoid the danger and delay of the Lake 
navigation—lessen the time consumed in the transmis- 
sion of goods and produce, from one extreme point to 
the oth«r, and render it certain—all objects of great 
importance in mercantile operations. Another sugges- 
tion may be worthy of consideration. It has been re 
presented, that the increasing business on the Ohio Canal 
would soon require an additional supply of water upen 
the Portage Summit; to obtain which, would require 
expenditure to a considerable amount, by the State.— 
If the proposed canal should be constructed, the addi- 
tional quantity of water, which must necessarily be in- 
troduced upon that summit, by this junction, will obvi- 
ate that difficulty, and dispel all apprekensions arising 
from such source. 

Should this additional supply of water, thus thrown 
upon the Portage Summit of the Ohio Canal, never be 
required for canal purposes, still it would always be 
available to the State, and of immense value for hy- 
draulic purposes. The aggregate quantity of wa- 
ter introduced upon the Ravenna Summit of the Maho- 
ning Canal, during the driest season of the vear, ac- 
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cording to Col. Dodge’s calculations,exceeds four thou- 
sand three hundred and forty cubic feet per minute;— 
one half of which would be dischaiged upon the Por- 
tage Summit of the Ohio Canal. This amount would 
be at the control of the State, and could be turned 
either north to Cleaveland, or scuth to Roscoe, over a 
fall of not less than three hundred feet, forming a pow- 
er sufficient to carry eight pair of 44 feet stones, at 
every. 15 feet fall. ‘he estimated value of this water pow- 
er, for each fifieen fect fall, could not be Jess than six 
hundred dollars per year; ‘Which would defray the in- 


terest on the sum of 200,000 dollars, and induce valua- 
ble improvements, whereby the taxable property of the 


State would be greatly angmented, and the business on 
the canal much increased. 


The experience of the past season has afforded 
striking evidence of the absolute necessity of opening, 
to the citizens of Ohio, this new channel of commerce 
to the seaboard, to save them from the impositions 
which have been, and will continue to be practiced up- 
on them, by combinations among the carriers, through- 
out the present line of communication. By an arrange- 
ment between the Canal Commissioners of New York 
and Ohio, a reduction of toll to a considerable extent, 
was made at the last season, for the express purpose of 
lessening the cost of transport.tion, on produce and 
merchandize, from one State to the other. So far from 
effecting this object, however, the proprietors of the 
various lines of boats,residing in New York, immediately 
increased the prices of freight, to an amount equal to 
the reduction of tolls, whereby the citizens of Oh:o were 
compelled to pay to the carriers of New York, this 
increased amount for freight, instead of paying it for 
toll, for the benefit of the State. Se long as there is 
but one channel of communication from the western 
country to the seaboard, and its commerce is necessa- 
rily restricted to one market, it will continue to be sub- 


ject to imposition and monopoly, both on its transpor- 
tation and sale. 


By opening another channel, to a differ: nt market, 
we shall bring rival cities into competition for our trade, 
and two enterprising States to compete for the revenue 
which must accrue on itstransportation. The amount 
of revenue to be secured by its transmission, a distance 
of nearly four hundred miles,on their respective canals, 
already completed, would induce them to reduce their 
tolls to a considerable extent; and the importance and 
value of the trade, to their commercial cities, indepen- 
dent of the revenue, might by competition, sink them 
to a mere nominal amount. 


Your committee fully believe, that the amount thus 
saved to the citizens of this State, by the reduction of 
tolls and freight on their own property, while seeking 
an eastern market, would more than defray the annual 
interest on the capital required for the construction of 
this canal. The amount of tolls collected the past 
year, on the New York canals, is about $1,5060,000.— 
We may safely calculate, that at least one fifth of this 
sum was paid on property belonging to the citizens of 
Ohio! 

To insure a continuance of this important commercial 
intercourse with the west, a reduction of tolls, te one 
half of their prescnt amount, would be sound policy on 
the part of New York. This would produce corres- 
ponding measures on the part of Pennsylvania. Instead 
of witnessing the monopoly, which is now fully engross- 
ed by New York, and which has already enabled her tu 
fix such rate of tolls, as to create a fund sufficient to 
extinguish one half of her canal debt, before it is re- 
deemable, we should soon find her vigorously contend- 
ing with the State of Pennsylvania, for the mvaluable 
trade of the western country, against the powerful ob- 
stacles which nature has interposed by distance, by 
double transhipments, the uncertainty and dang:r of 
the Lake navigation,and by her high northern latitude, 
which locks up her ports, and closes her navigation, 
nearly one half of the year. 
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Being fully convinced of the importance of this work 
to the State of Ohio, your committee next directed 
their inquiries to ascertain the most judicious method of 
accomplishing it. 

In coming toa satisfactory conclusion upon this point, 
the opinions wich have been given upon this subject, 
by the agents of the State, who have had charge of the 
public works, from their commencement to the present 
period, as well as such persons, whose experience in 
works of a simil.r character, entitled them to much 
weight, have been carefully examined and duly con- 
sidered. 

His Excellency the Governor of Ohio, has repeatedly 
urged its importance, as a State work, in his annual 
messages to the Legislature. In a report to the General 
Assembly, in 1828, signed by the whole board of the 
Ohio Canal Commissioners, after the survey and esti- 
mates had been made and examined by them, the fol- 
lowing opinion is given: 

** ‘The profit of this work to the proprietors, must be 
commensurate to its commercial importance, and it is 
believed to offer one of the best opportunities for a 
profitable investment of capital, which can be found in 
the United States.” 

In their special report, at the last session of the Legis 
lature, they repeat their convictions of its public utility, 
and of its becoming a source of revenue to the state,and 
further say, 


‘** The board have ever entertained and expressed the 
Opinion, that all great public works, in the execution 
and management of which a large proportion of our 
citizens are interested, should be under the control of 
the State, and not of individuals or incorporated com. 
panies. The reason is obvious. The Leg:slature, ar 
other authorized agents of the State, may always be 
expected to consult the public welfare, in the most ex- 
tended sense of the term. A company can only be ex 
pected to consult its own pecuniary interes's, which 
will frequently clash with the most important commer- 
cial and agricultural interests of the community, and 
thus render the improvement much less useful than it 
would be, if under the control of the State.” 


The Canal Commissioners of Pennsylvania have also, 
in their reports to the Legislature of that State,strongly 
recommended the extension of their canal, from Pitts- 
burg, down the Ohio river to the Beaver Canal, and the 
continuation ef the Beaver Canal from New Castle to 
the Ohio State line, as soon as the State of Ohio should 
take the necessary measures to secure its connection 
with the Ohio Canal. ‘They state, in a special report, 
made at the last session of their Legislature, that a 
**survey and estimate had been made by Dr. Whippo, 
for a canal from Pittsburg, by the Ohio river, Big 
Beaver and Shenango, to Lake Erie, at the harbor of 
Presque Isle; in which he makes the distance, from the 
term:nation of the western divis on of the Pennsylvania 
Canal, in Alleghenytown, (Pittsburg, ) to the mouth of 
the Big Beaver, twenty-five miles and two hundred and 
eight perches; and he estimates the cost of construction 
at $263,821.” 


And further say, that 


‘¢ The extension of the western division of the Canal 
to the Big Beaver, will become necessary;” and that 
** the great interests involved in the improvements al- 
ready made, and in the contemplated extension of the 
Pennsylvania Canal, to Lake Erie, and the cross cut 
Canal, to unite those of Ohio and Pennsylvania, will, 
within a short period, require this link in the north 
western chain of communication to be completed.””— 
They also express the opinion, that these improve- 
ments should ‘*be made at the expense, and for the 
benefit of the commonwealth, and thus avoid collisions, 
that may ‘arise from a corporation acting within the 
limits of the State but under an authority beyond the 
control of the Legislature of Pennsylvania.” 

So important did the board of Canal Commissioners, 
of Pennsylvania, consider this union of these two ex- 


tensive lines of canal, in Pennsylvania and Ohio, that 
they state in their report, that 

**In September last, while the board were examin- 
ing the public works, in the western part of the State, 
two of the members went up the valley of the Mahon- 
ing, and along or near to the proposed route for the 
cross cut canal, to Akron, on the Portage Summit of 
Ohio Canal. And it is, in their opinion, the most favor- 
able ground, along the whole. route, for constructing a 
canal, that they have ever seen; with an ample supply 
of water, that can conveniently be brought to the sum- 
mit level,” 

‘rhe recent message of the Governor of Pennsylva- 
nia, also indicates the deep interest which is felt by the 
citizens of that State, in the proposed improvement, 
and their readiness to co operate with the State of Ohiv, 
in effecting it. The following remarks are quoted from 
that document: 

“It is but just, that in connection with the subjects 
adverted to, I should mention the contemplated con- 
nection of the Ohio Canal with the Pennsylvania im- 
provements, at some point to be designated by the 
Legislature of that State. No decisive steps have, 
however, as yet, been taken by the State of Ohio, for 
carrying the contemplated measure into effect. Should 
a movement be made by her Legislature, for authorizing 
the proposed cognection, it seems to me, that the 
subject holds out advantages too important to be ne- 
glected, and which should induce immediate corres- 
ponding measures, on the part of the General Assembly 
of this State.” 

¥: ur committee are,also,in possession of information, 
which may be relied on, that the committee on Canals, 
in the Legislature of Pennsylvania, in the early part of 
the present session, reported a bill, directing their 
Canal Commissioners to construct a lock and canal 
navigation, from the Pennsylvania Canal to the Ohio 
State line; provided, the state of Ohio, or a company 
should agree to complete the balance of the line, to 
the Ohio Canal,with an assurance that such a bill would 
be passed by that body. 

In justice to the interest of the State, your committee 
deem it their duty also to state, that assurances have 
been given, by men of capital, that if the charter 
granted to this company, should be amended in some 
of its provisions, and the work duly patronised by the 
State,and placed upon a footing of equality with works 
of a similar character, that the stock should be imme- 
diately taken up, whenever books should be opened 
for that purpose; and the work put under contract the 
ensuing season. 

With a full knowledge of these ficts, it became a 
question of serious consideration, whether the perma- 
nent interests of the State would best be promoted by 
extending her canal, the further distance of nearly 
seventy six miles, to unite with the Pennsylvania Canal 
on the line of the States, and retaining its control, and 
the revenue to be derived from it; or by surrendering 
these important advantages to an incorporated compa- 
ny, and aiding them in its construction, 

Most of the advantages which have been mentioned 
as resulting from this improvement, would unquestion- 
ably be secured to the citizens of Ohio, should either 
course be adopted. 

By looking prospectively, however, to the period 
when these works shall have been completed, and this 
additional thoroughfare shall have been opened through 
another State, it may easily be perceived, that such a 
state of things might be produced, by the counteracting 
policy of two rival States, to secure to themselves, the 
immense trade of the west, as to render the absolute 
control of this connecting link, in the chain of improve- 
ments, an object of the highest importance to the State, 
Nor can your committee suppress the conviction, aris- 
ing in their own minds, that the central section of a 
canal, more than seven hundred miles in length, will 
become a source of immense revenue to the State, and 
create a fund sufficient to reimburse at no distant 
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period, the principal and interest of its cost. When 
we take into view, the extensive improvements which 
are rapidly progressing, and in contemplation, in the 
western part of this State and Indiana, and consider the 
immense amount of the productions of the vast region 
of country, which must accumulate during the winter 
season, to seek an eaily eastern market, through those 
avenues in the spring, it must be the height of folly to 
suppose, that it would await the opening of the harbor 
at Buffalo, when it could take this shorter, safer, and 
more expeditious route to the sea buard, at least five 
weeks earlier. Nor can they discover any good rea- 
son, why it should not be preferred at all seasons of the 
year. 


Fully concurring in the opinions expressed by the 
Board of Canal Commissioners, that the State should 
have the control of all extensive works of this charac- 
ter; and, firmly believing in the correctness of the 
views herein set forth, your committee herewith report 
a bill, embracing the two routes to which public at- 
tention has been directed, for this important connection 
authorizing the construction of a canal, on the most 
eligible route, at the expense and for the benefit of the 
State. 








From the Butler Repository. 
CANAL CONVENTION, 


Delegates from Allegheny Armstrong, Beaver, But- 
ler, Crawford, Erie, Indiana, Mercer and Venango 
counties met at the court house in Butler, on Wednes- 
day, the 31st of December, 1834, in pursuance of a 
previous appointment. 


The following named Delegates were in attendance, 
and took their seats in the convention: 


Allegheny. 
A. W. Foster, 


John P. Bakewell, 


Wm. B. Foster, 
D. C. Stockton, 
R. Hilands, 

C. Plumb, 

Isaiah King, 

C. Darragh, 
John Birmingham, 


Armstrong, 
Robert Orr, 
Wm. F. Johnston, 
Philip Mechling, 
Alex. Reyno'ds, 
J. E. Brown, 
Robert Criswell, 
Geo. W. Smith, 
D. O. Walker, 
Jos. Buffington, 
J. Noble Nesbit, 


Beaver. 
John Clark, 
A. W. Townsend, 
Edward Wright, 
Edward Hoops, 
John R. Shannon, 
James Patterson, 
M. T. C. Gould, 
Wm. Allison, 
Henry C. Moore, 
Wm. Morton, 


Butler. 
John Gilmore, 
John Bredin, 
Francis M’Bride, 


Erie. 


Daniel Dobbins, 
William Kelley, 
Robert Cochran, 
Charles M. Reed, 
Geo Gallowher, 
M. Hutchinson, 
Smith Jackson, 
Ovid Pinney, 
Wilson King, 
Henry Colt, 
Crawford. 
Gaylard Church, 
John M’Farland, 
Johu M’ Arthur, 
James White, 
Wm Power, jr. 
David Dick. 
Indiana. 
Riih B. M Cabe, 
James Taylor, 
John Gallaher, 
S. S. Jamison, 
William Houston, 
Henry Altman, 
James M. Kelly, 
James Gordon, 
Mercer. 
Joseph Kerr, 
Beven Pearson, 
John Findley, 
Joel B. Curtis, 
Walter Oliver, 
John Mitcheltree, 
William Fruit, 
Venango. 
J. D. Wood, 
Daniel Brown, 
L. S. Reno, 


Butler, ( Continued, 
John M’Clelland, 
Jacob Brinker, 

R. Cunningham, 
John Negley, 

Wm. Beatty, 

M. S. Lowrie, 

Peter Duffy, 


Venango, ( Continued ) 
J. W. Hunter, 

T. S. M’Dowell, 

Alex. M’ Dowell, 

J. H. Shannon, 

Aaron M’Kissick, 
Andrew Irvin, 

Wm. Stewart. 


On motion the convention was organized by appoint- 
ing the Hon. ROBERT ORR, of Armstrong county, 
President, Capt. Danirnt Donsins, of Erie County, 
Wm. B. Foster, Esq. of Allegheny county. Jonn Git- 
more, Esq. of Butler county, and Joun Cranxe, Esq. 
of Beaver county, Vice Presidents. Gaylord Church, 
Fsq. of Crawford, Beven Pearson, Esq. of Mercer, Dr. 
John D Wood, of Venango, and Richard B. M’Cabe, 
Esq. of Indiana county, Secretaries. 

The object of the convention being stated by the 
President, A. W. Foster, Esq. addressed the conven- 
tion, on the importance of the object for which the 
convention convened, ina very Clear and appropriate 
manner. 

On motion of Judge Bredin,—a committee of two 
from each of the delegations, of the several counties, 
were appointed by the respective delegations, to draft 
a preamble and resolutions expressive of the sentiments 
and views of this convention, and alsvu a memorial to 
the Legislature, to be presented to the convention for 
their consideration. 

A. W. Foster and Robert Highlands, Esqrs. of Alle- 
gheny,J. E. Brown and a Buffington, Esqrs. of 
Armstrong, the Hon. John Bredin and John Negley, 
Esqrs. of Butler, J. R. Shannan and James Patterson, 
Esqrs. of Beaver, David Dick, Esq. and Dr. James 
White, of Crawford, William Kelly and Charles M. 
Reed, Esqrs. of Erie, J. Gallagher, and R. B. M’Cabe, 
Esq. of Indiana, Dr. John Mitcheltree, and Walter Oliver, 
Esq. of Mercer, and Daniel Brown and L. T. Reno, 
Esqrs. of Venango, were appointed by the respective 
delegations the committee. 

The convention then adjourned, to meet at eight 
o’clock this evening. The convention met according 
to adjournment. Mr. Foster, the chairman of the com- 
mittee appointed to prepare resolutions, and a memo- 
rial to the Legislature, informed the convention that 
the committee would not be prepared to make their re- 
port before ten o’clock to-morrow morning. The con- 


vention then adjourned to meet to-morrow at ten 
o’clock, A. M, 


Taurspay, Jan, 1, 1835, 

Mr. Foster chairman of the committee appointed 
yesterday, reported the following preamble and reso- 
lutions, and memorial, which on motion of Mr. Bredin, 
were taken up, read sepura ely, and adopted unani- 
mously, (excepting the seventh resolution—which Mr, 
King, of Allegheny county, moved toamend by striking 
outthe words following: ‘‘ rather than enriching the 
citizens of a neighboring State who pay no part of the 
expenditures made in the construction of our canals 
and rail roads.” ‘This motion produced some debate in 
which Messrs King (of Allegheny,) Foster, Bredin, 
Beatty and King, of Erie, took part, the convention re- 
fused toamend, but 18 delegates rising in favor of it, — 
The resolution was then adopted with but four or five 
dissenting voices. Mr. Darragh, of Pittsburg, on the 
consideration of the resolutions, addressed the conven- 
tion on the importance of the object of the conven- 
tion. 

Whereas, The Canal Convention which assembled at 
Harrisburg on the 5th of August, 1825, composed of 
delegates representing forty-seven counties of this Com- 
monwealth, coming immediately from the people, and 
through their primary meetings, possessed a full know- 
ledge of their views and wishes on the important sub- 
ject for which the Convention met, adopted among 
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others, the following resolution: ‘* Resolved, that the 
improvement of the Commonwealth will be best pro- 
moted, and the foundation of her prosperity, and hap- 
piness most securely established, by opening an entire 
and complete commuuication from the Susquehanna to 
the Allegheny and Ohio, and from the Allegheny to 
Lake Erie, by the nearest and best practicable route, 
and that such a work is indispensably necessary to 
maintain the character of the State, aud to preserve her 
strength and resources.” And whereas, the preamble 
of the act of Assembly, of the 25th of February, 1826, 
passed in pursuance of the expressed will and wishes of 
the citizens of the state, authorizing the commence- 
ment of the Pennsylvania Canal, states the practicabili- 
ty and the necessity of the construction of a canal within 
our own limits, for the purpose of connecting the east- 
ern and western waters; and its being believed that its 
speedy completion would advance the prosperty and 
elevate the character of Pennsylvania, facilitate inter- 
course, and promote social interests, and thus strength- 
en the bonds of the Union. And whereas, a continuous 
communication between the city of Philadelphia and 
the city of Pittsburg, by canals and rail roads, is now 
completed, and the tolls received on which have in- 
creased in such a ratio as to remove every doubt that 
the money expended in their construction will be a pro- 
fitable investment, producing, eventually, sufficient not 
only to pay the interest on the debt incurred by the 
State, but to discharge it, and afford a permanent re- 
venue. And whereas, a portion of the canal from the 
Allegheny to Erie is completed, in the construction of 
which aconsiderable amount of money has been ex- 
pended, to carry into effect the objects of the people 
and the Legislature, as expressed in the resolution 
and preamble referred to, and in other acts of the Le- 
gislature. And whereas, the completion of the canal 
to the harbor of Erie, within our own bounds, is ot the 
greatest importance to the citizens of Western Penn- 
sylvania, and of the state generally, called for as well 
to redeem the plighted faith of the state, as to secure a 
participation in the growing aud immense trade that is 
on our tnLanp seas, the lakes of the north-west,— 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That the object of this Convention is to 
press on the Legislature the completion of the Penn- 
sylvania Canal to the harbor of Erie, within the bounds 
of the State, as contemplated by the people and the 
Legislature, when the canal system was commenced. 

Resolved. That the people of Western Pennsylvania, 
who are, and who have at all times been, from the 
commencement ofthe canal system, its steady friends 
and uniform advocates, have a right to expect that 
such measures will he adopted by the Legislature at 
the present session, as will secure the prosecution and 
completion of this section of the canal. 

Resolved, That the best interests of this state require 
that this great and important improvement should be 
compl. ted with the least possible delay, and that an 
appropriation should be made by the Legislature for 
that purpose. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Convention, 
the completion of this part of the main line of the 
Pennsylvania canal, as originally contemplated, will not 
only increase the population, wealth and frosperity of 
this section of the state, but will unquestionably render 
the balance of the main line much more productive to 
the State, by connecting it with Lake Erie, the natural 
reservoir uf western trade, giving to Pennsylvania a 
participation in the trade and commerce of the Lakes, 
which is already immense, and increasing in such a de- 
gree, that in the course ofa very few years it will be 
equal to, if not greater than the trade of the valley of 
the Mississippi 

Resolved, ‘hat in the opinion of this Convention, 
that if the canal were completed to the harbor of Erie, 
which is consilered the only safe and secure harbor on 
the Lake, from Sandusky to Buffalo, a large portion 

































of the commerce and trade of the Lakes would he se- 
cured to the Pennsylvania Canal; and in addition to the 
advantages to be derived from the safety and security 
of this harbor, the Pennsylvania Canal would be naviga- 
ble several weeks earlier in the spring and later in the 
fall than the New York canal, the harbor at Buffalo 
being closed up with ice for four to six weeks in the 
spring, after the harbor at Erie is clear, and the naviga- 
tion of the lakes west of that port open and unob- 
structed. 


Resolved, That it is the interest as well as the duty 


of the state to secure the trade of the lakes by the canal 
running entirely within her own boundary to the lake, 
thus increasing the wealth of her own citizens, and 
adding to her own resources, (rather than enriching the 
citizens ofa neighboring state, who pay no part of the 
expenditures made in the construction of our canals 
and rail roads,) and especially is this the interest and 
duty of the state, when the canal to the Harbor at 


Presque Isle is the most direct shortest and best route 


to the lakes, 


Resolved, That in the opinion of this Convention, 
the faith of the state is solemnly pledged to carry into 
effect the object embraced in the toregoing resolu- 
tions. 

Resolved, That the following memorial, setting forth 
the sentiments of this Convention, and the importance 
of the completion of the canal through our own limits, 
to the harbor of Erie, be adopted and signed by the 
officers and members of this convention, 


MEMORIAL. 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Reprsentatives 


of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in General 
Assembly met. 


The undersigned delegates representing the people 
of the North Western, and some of the western counties 
of the State, having convened in Convention, in Butler, 
for the purpose of devising some means in aid of the 
speedy prosecution and completion of the Pennsylvania 
Canal to Lake Erie, at the Harbor of Erie, have thoug!.t 
proper among other things, to address a memorial to 
your honorable bodies in behalf of the people we repre- 
sent. 

Time, and the limits we think proper to prescribe to 
a paper of this character, prevent us from entering at 
large into all the arguments which present themselves 
in favor of this measure. We shall content ourselves 
by stating some of the prominent and leading con- 
siderations, trusting the issue to the liberality and jus- 
tice of the Legislature. 

In the first place, then, we claim that for the comple- 
tion of this work, we have the plighted faith of the 
State, made, not only in the ordinary mode of Legisla- 
tive enactment, but by the people themselves in solemn 
Convention. We claim that the extention of the canal 
to Lake Erie, running entirely, through our own ter- 
ritory, and terminating at the harbor ot Erie, was a part 
of the great original project of Pennsylvania improve- 
ments, first promulged by the act of the Legislature of 
the 25th of April, 1825, and subsequently ratified by 
the great convention of the people held in August of 
the same year. In support and proof of this position, 
we have but to quote from the law and the proceedings 
of the Convention. The act of 1825, which is looked 
upon as the commencement of an improvement system, 
was in its nature, a proposition to the consideration of 
the people. It merely condensed, systematized, and 
selected from the various projects which the spirit of 
improvement had suggested, such as in the opinion of 
the Legislature, were worthy of State patronage. It 
authorized surveys and reports, but left the ultimate 
decision of the question to future legislation. This 
proposition, or system proposed in the act, contemplat- 
ed an entire communication connecting the tide waters 
of the Delaware with Lake Erie. The preamble and 
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leading enacting clause are as follows:—*t* Whereas the 
establishment of a communication between the Eastern 
and Western waters of this State and the Lakes, by 
means of navigable streams and canals, would advance 
our agriculture, commerce and manufactures; would 
unite in a common interest, the great natural divisions, 
o! the state, and would in the end be an important 
source of revenue to the commonwealth: And whereas, 
the best interests of the State require that this great 
and important improvement should be the property of 
the commonwealth, and that the commonwealth ought 
to embark in it with that zeal and energy that is best 
calculated to carry it into effect—Therefore,” Section 
Ist. ‘*Be it enacted—That the Governor be, and is 
hereby required to appoint five canai commissioners, a 
majority of whom shall be a quorum, to consider and 
adopt such measures as they shall think requisite and 
proper, preparatory to the establishment of a navigable 
communication between the Eastern and Western wa- 
ters of the State, and Lake Eric.” 

On the publication of this law, the people met in va- 
rious primary assemblies, and ultimately in convention 
at Harrisburg, on the 5th of August, to consider and 
decide upon the propositions therein contained, and to 
agree finally upon the nature and extent of the system 
of improvement which ought to be undertaken and 
prosecuted by the State, at the publicexpense. This 
convention, consisting of 113 delegates, representing 
forty-seven counties, coming fresh from the people, 
instructed in the several primary assemblies, in which 
they were appointed, after due deliberation fully rati- 
fied the proposition of the legislature, and gave the 
sanction of the people to the great undertaking. This 
convention among others, adopted the following reso- 
lution 

“Resolved, That the improvement of the common- 
wealth will be best promoted, and the foundation of 
her prosperity and happiness most securely established, 
by opening. an entire and complete communication 
from the Susquehanna to the Allegheny and Ohio, 
and from the Allegheny to Lake Erie by the nearest 
and test practicable route, and that such a work is in- 
dispensably necessiry to maintam the character and 
standing of the State and to preserve her strength and 
resources.” 

In the Convention the people whom we represent 
were represented, and gave the proceedings their sanc- 
tion and concurrence, and have ever since on all occa- 
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to the common benefit ofall. These are considerations 
of high importance and such as are now engaging the 
enterprise and energies of our neighboring and rival 
States. We would press them upon your considera- 
tion. 

But independent of this view of the ques ion, if the 
country between Pittsburg and Erie, instead of being 
| susceptible of a high state of cultivation, and becoming 
| a rich agricultural country, supporting a dense popula- 
_ tion, was a barren waste, still we are of opinion that the 
| best interests of the state would require the extension 
| of the canal to its original termination. It would open 
| up an avenue bv which a portion of the great trade of 
| the lakes could be commanded, to the great benefi: and 

profit of Philadelphia, our great commercial metropolis, 
| as wellas other portions of the state, and to the vast in- 
| crease of tolls and canal revenue. If in 1825 these con- 
siderations were taken into account—if then they were 
considered of any importance, and formed any induce- 
ment to the original undertaking, they are now of an 
hundred fold more weight. What was then mere 
speculation is nowreality. In 1825 the trade of the 
lakes was trifling, now it is immense, and increasing 
beyond the most sanguine anticipations, ‘Then there 
was but one Steamboat on Lake Erie, now there are 
thirty-four, fifteen of which, amounting to 4,000 tons, 
were built in 1834; then there were but a few small 
| and ill found Schooners, now there are about one hun- 
dred and fifty, some of which are of more than 200 
tons burthen, and all of them in size, appearance, and 
fitness for business equal to the same class of vessels on 
the Atlantic coast. This vast increase of vessels on 
| Lake Erie, is still far short of the increase of business. 
By the opening of the Welland canal, running t)rough 
Canada, a considerable portion of the Lake On'ario 
vessels, are engaged in the Lake Erie trade. .A large 
portion of the salt for the supply of the country bor- 
dering on Lake Erie, and the West, is brought from 
Oswego through the Welland Canal. ‘Ihe vessels take 
in return cargoes of agricultural products, a portion of 
| which goes to the Montreal market, and the ba'ance is 
landed at Oswego, from thence to be transported 
through the Oswego and Erie canals to New York. It 
is believed, from information derived from official 
sources, that there is at least 2,500 tons of Lake 
| Ontario shipping constantly employed in the Lake Erie 
trade. 
If such has been the increase of Lake trade in the 





sions faithfully and steadfastly supported the system.— | last few years when the great West is in its infancy, 
They viewed it in the nature of a common undertaking | what may we expect when it is covered with a dense 
and mutual contract, to which the faith of the State population, which its uncommon fertility, and the faci- 
was pledged. They have through their representatives | lities of emigration leave little doubt, will be the case 


a 


far 
Sea 


voted for appropriatious towards the work in other 
parts of the State, and now ask that the same good 
faith may be observed towards them: they ask that the 
pledged faith of the state may be redeemed. This 
claim of sheer justice we now assert and in the name 
and behalf of more than 250,000 citizens of the State 
assert it in all its length, breadth, and strength—a claim 
on which, every other consideration set aside, we could 
rely, and in security, if justice and honor are not fled 
from our councils, 

But on this claim, strong as it is, we are not compell- 
ed torely. ‘Ihere are other strong and urgent rea- 
sons for the extension of the canal to the Lake. It 
would settle and enrich a large tract of good and com- 
paratively new country, consequently add to the wealth 
and common resources of the state—it would build up 
villages, towns, and even cities, and in a short time 
double the population, and quadruple the wealth of 
the whole North West—it would tend as expressed in 
the resolution of the canal convention before recited, 
*€ty maintain the character and standing of the State 
and preserve her strength and resourecs;” ‘it would 
unite,” as expressed in the preamble of the act of 1825, 
*« the nstural divisions of the State,” facilitate and pro- 
mote mutual intercourse and trade, and otherwise add 


before many years. Last year it was ascertained there 
| were about 60,000 emigrants left the port of Buffalo 
for the far west. Itis believed, although no exact ac- 
count was kept, that the increase from the same port 
this year, was at least thirty-three per cent, which will 
make about 80,000. The emigration shipping at all 
the other ports has also been large. No estimate of 
the number of emigrants by land can be made, it has 
however been very great—the road leading from Buffa- 
lo west along the lake shore has been literally filled 
with them, as high as 250 waggons with families have 
been counted in a single day. ‘Ihe Territory of Michi- 
gan has more than quadrupled its population in four 
years, and the increase in the North Western counties 
of Ohio, and the northern parts of Indiana and Illinois, 
has probably been in and about the same ratio. ‘This 
immense and fertile country will put afloat upon the 
lakes its surplus produce, there to seek the Atlantic 
through the shortest, cheapest, and most certain chan- 
nels. Of this there canbe no doubt. The New Orleans 
market is precarious, and which, from sad experience, 
the western agriculturist wishes to avoid—there can 
be also but little doubt that a large portion of the trade 
of the western section of Ohio, and of the whole coun- 
try watered by the Wabash and Iliinois rivers, will be 
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turned to the lakes, when the Dayton and Sandusky | access, and capable of having made at a moderate ex- 
rail road, the Wabash and Erie, and the Illinois and | pense two good‘und safe entrances in opposite directions 





Chicago canals, which are now being made, are finish- 
ed. All these communications, lead through the most 
tertile countries, and will doubtless become the most 
important feeders of the lake trade. 

‘this trade so important, and in return for which the 
West will require, in exchange, the merchandise and 
manufacture of the Atlantic States, can in our opinion 
be ina great measure controlled by Pennsylvania, to 
the incalculable benefit of Philadelphia and Pittsburg, 


so that a vessel can sail into one channel and out of the 
other with the same wind. 

Possessing the shortest route to the Lake, is not only 
an advantage in cheapness of construction, but will 
prove a still greater advantage in cheapness of trans- 
portation. By canals and rail roads the expense of 
transportation is in a great measure proportioned to the 
distance. Not soon the Lake, property once afloat is 
transported to any port on the lake at about the same 


and other parts of the State, as well as to the great | price, the great expense and delay is in lading and un- 
increase of tolls and revenue of the Pennsylvania | lading. Merchandize could be transported from Erie 
Canal. to the head of the lakes, or the upper lakes, at the same 

If it be asked, how this can be done? it will be only | charges it would be from Cleaveland to Grand river, 
necessary, in answer, to refer to her local situation, and | and produce from Sandusky, Maumee, Detroit, or any 
a few facts, which although generally known, lose | port west could be shipped to Erie, at the same price 
none of their force by repetition. New York, and| it would be to Cleaveland, or any other intermediate 
Pennsylvania, are the only two States which can have | port between Cleaveland and Erie. The Harbor at 
an entire communication between the Atlantic and the | Erie not only being the nearest Port at which the 
lakes within their own territories, This advantage is' Lake can be reached, and consequently to be preferred 


| 





one, which early attracting the attention of Pennsylva-| on the ground of cheapness of construction, and trans- 


nia, was secured by purchase in 1791. By the original | portation, but is sufficiently far west to avoid all the 
charter the northern boundary of Pennsylvania did not , difficulties of ice which obstructs the navigation at 
touch the lake. There was a narrow strip of land on| Buffalo. It is open at nearly the same time as the Ports 
the north side of the line and west of the New York | above, and alwaysas soon, and even before the Penn- 
line, which then was vacant. This strip of land which | sylvania, or Ohio Canals woukl be clear of ice on the 
is called the Triangle, was purchased by Pennsylvania| Lake summit. In addition to the immense transit 
of the United States Government, for about 150,000.— | trade, which would pass through this section of the 
‘rhis purchase was made at about eighty-eight cents | canal, there are articles of immense value and in almost 
peracre. The object of the purchase was not the | inexhaustlble quantity, which are found on the line, 
land, for the great portion of the west was then a wil- | and which would find a ready and extensive market.— 
derness, but to get a foothold upon the lake. The) We allude tothe articles of coal, white oak, and pine 
wisdom of this purchase is now apparent, without it we | timber, of the first article there is none found on the 
would have been cut off from the northern seas; or if | Jakes, or on the line of the New York Canal, or in 
we approached them, it must have been through the | Canada, and the other articles are scarce and in demand. 
territory ofanother state, and of course subject to such | It is believed that good coal approaches nearer the 
restrictions as might be put upon us. New York has| Lake on this line, tian at any other point; it is found 
already s ized hold of the advantage of her situation, | of a good quality, and in abundance within less than 
and opened her communication with the lake, and has! sixty miles of the Lake. This article alone if there was 
been munificently rewarded for her enterprise. Her! no other transportation, would in a few years afford 
great Canal has been the principal corner of that unex- | sufficient employ to the Canal to make it profitable. It 
ampled prosperity, that has within a few years, given! is believed even now, if the canal were finished, it 
her the proud distinction of the empire State. But it! could be afforded at so low a price as to supercede the 
has been found that her northern latitude, and the con: | use of wood as a common article of fuel at Erie, and 
sequent early freezing up of ber canal in the fall, and! probably at the city of Buffalo, and many other towns, 
the long contituance of ice in the Buffalo Bay in the | From the foregoing facts and reasons adduced, we feel 
spring, are serious difficulties, and such as all her en- | well assured that a continuation of the Pennsylvania 


terprise cannot overcome. These difficulties are avoid- | canal to the Lake, at the harbor of Erie, would give to 


ed in Pennsylvania, by her more southern latitude, and 


by the fact that the ice is out at the harbor of Erie, for | 
from four to six weeks earlier in the spring than at 
Buffalo. It is believed from calculations fora series of 
years, that an average of at Icast six weeks of uninter- 
rupted communication between Philadelphia and the 
lakes, by the Pennsyls«nia Canal, might be depended | 
on, when the communication from New York to the | 
Lakes, would be closed with ice. This is an advantage 
of the highest importance, and one which must give 
Pennsylvania a decided advantage over her rival, an ad- 
vantage that is greatly enhanced from the fact, that 
these six weeks are within the time of the heaviest 
trade; when the agriculturist wishes to market 
his produce, and the merchant to get on his goods. 

We would further represent that in our opinion the 
State was not only fortunate in having secured a frontier 
onthe Lake,but in having secured it at the very point, 
where, if she had the whole coast to select from, she 
would make choice; it enabling her to reach the Lake 
by the shortest communication, and to terminate the 
canal, at not only the best harbor on the lake, but one 
that is susceptible of being made, and we doubt not, 
under the fostering care of the general government, 
will be made one of the best harbors in the world. It 
is acomp'ete place of refuge in case of storms, and to 
which all vessels caught out, make for shelter if in their 
power. It is spacious, of good depth of water, easy of 


eel 


our commercial, mercantile and manufacturing cities 
a most decided advantage over any and all others, 
in the commerce and trade of the regions of the 
lakes. 

We therefore respectfully ask, for the several rea- 
sons assigned, that a liberal appropration be made this 
present session, for the extension and speedy comple- 
tion of the canal to the harbor of Erie, That part of 
the muin line between Philadelphia and Pittsburg is 
now completed, or nearly so, and sound policy dictates 
that the balance of this great work be now completed 
with the least possible delay. It is not only due to the 
people whem we represent, but to the State; she has 
by common consent, and at the common expense, com- 
menced a grand system of improvement, which this far 
has realized the expectations of the most sanguine.— 
Let it be completed as designed, and we doubt not it 
will redound to her honor and glory, and not only have 
a tendency to maintain, but to raise her standing in the 
scale of the Union, which should be the pride of every 
true hearted Pennsylvanian. 


In conclusion we again, in behalf of the people we 
represent, respectfully ask that the prayer of this me- 
morial may be granted, and that our just claims be no 
longer delayed. 

On motion of Mr. Lowrie, 


Resolved, That a committee of correspondence be 
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appointed in each county, to consist of three delegates Beaver, (continued. ) 


for each county represented in this Convention. John R. Shannon Mercer. 
Resolved, That the committee of correspondence to | James Patterson Joseph Kerr 
be appointed in Butler county, superintend the publi- | M. T.C. Gould Jobn Findley 
cation of the proceedings of the Convention, | Wm. Allison Joel B. Curtis 
Resolved, That the same committee prepare, and | Henry C. Moore Walter Oliver 
circulate for signatures by the people, a petition to the; Wm. Morton John Mitcheltree 
Legislature, for the extension and speedy completion William Fruit. 
of the canal to Erie. . Butler. Venango. 
The following delegates were appointed committees | John Bredin Daniel Brown 
of correspondenee in their respective counties, | Francis M’Bride L. S. Reno 
Allegheny—Messrs, A. W. Foster, Bakewell, and | John M'Clelland J. W. Hunter 
Darragh. Jacob Brinker T. S. M’Dowell 
Armstrong—Messrs. Brown, Buffington, and John-| R. Cunningham Alex. M’Dowell 
ston. : ; John Negley J. H. Shannon 
_ Butler—Messrs. Bredin, Cunningham, and Low-| wm. Beatty Aaron M’Kissick 
rie. M. S. Lowrie Andrew Irvin 
Beaver—Messrs. Townsend, Shannon, and Gould. Peter Duffy. Wm. Stewart. 


Crawferd—Messrs. Church, McArthur, and Dick, 
Erie—Messrs. Kelley, Cochran, and Johnston. 
Indiana—Messts Taylor, Jamison, and Gordon, 
Mercer—Messrs. Pearson, Findley, and Curtis. 


- From the Harrisburg Chronicle. 
ae Reno, Brown, and S. T. | PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATURE. 
Dowell. 
On motion of Mr. Bredin, SENATE. 


Resolved, That = proceedings of this Convention 
be signed by the officers of the Convention, and pub- . 
lished in all the papers in the State that are jiendly to| The Speaker laid before the Senate a letter from A. 
the internal improvement system. Mahon, State l'reasurer, accompanied witha report of 

Mr. King, of Allegheny county, offered the following the business of his office, and soliciting a re-election. — 
resolutions to the Convention, put the question on them, Also, a report of the Canal Commissioners, made in 
and they were unanimously adopted. | compliance wth the resolution of the Senate on the 13th 

Resolved, ‘That the thanks of this Convention are | 0f December last. 
due, and are hereby presented to the Commissioners of | J. Kenn, Esq. Speaker of the Senate, 

Butler county, for the use of the Court House, during| — sir:—In compliance with a resolution of the Senate 
their ecenon. : , uf the 13th December last, requestiug the Canal Com- 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention are | missioners to report to the Senate what amount of toll 
due, and are hereby presented to the President, and | was derived from the transportation of rail road iron 
other officers of the Convention, for the able, dignified, and other property belonging to the commonwealth, 
and satisfactory manner in which its proceeding have | during the year ending on the 31st of October last, the 
been conducted. . : following statement is respectfully submitted: 

ROBERT ORR, President. | ‘The contractors for delivering rail road 
Wm. B. Foster, iron on the Columbia rail way have paid 


Friday, January 9. 


Jno. Giomone, toll for transporting the same on the 
Danie. Donsins, rail way. $7,240 22 
Joun Crarxke, The contractors for delivering rail road 


Vice Presidents. iron on the Portage rail way have paid 








toll for transporting the same on the 

ag canal.and Portage rail way, within the 
_ D. Wood : year ending 3ist October last, 6,879 34 

ccieess a Toll paid on other property belonging to 
admeiesion the Commonwealth, 84 67 
Allegheny. Erie. Whole amount, $14,204 23 


A. W. Foster 

John P. Bakewell 

DPD. C. Stockton 

R. Hilands 

C. Plumb 

Isaiah King 

C. Darragh 

Jobn Birmingham 
Armstrong. 

Wm. F. Johnston 

Philip Mechling 

Alex. Reynolds 

J E. Brown 

Robert Cristwell 

Geo. W. Smith 

D. O. Walker 

Jos. Buffington 

J. Noble Nesbit 


Beaver. 
A. W. Townsend 
Edward Wright 
Edward Hoops 


William Kelley 
Robert Cochran 
Charles M. Reed 
Geo. Gallowhar 
M. Hutchinson 
Smith Jackson 
Ovid Pinney 
Wilson King 
Henry Colt 
Crawford 
John M’ Farland 
John M’Arthur 
James White 
Wm. Power, jr. 
David Dick 
Indiana. 
James Taylor 
John Gallaher 
S. S. Jamison 
William Houston 
Henry Altman 
James M. Kelley 
James Gordon 


The foregoing statement exhibits the whole amount 
of tolls paid within the year ending on the 31st of Oc- 
tober last, on rail road iron the property of the Com- 
monwealth, which was transported on the Canal and 


| Rail ways: also, the amount paid upon other property 


of the Commonwealth, as far as the same can be accu- 
rately ascertained. 

It may not be improper toadd, that the tolls on the 
Canal are, by the act establishing an Internal Improve- 
ment fund; passed on first April, 1826, to be paid to the 
Commissioners of the said fund, for the purpose of pay- 
ing the interest and purchasing or re-imbursing the 
principal of the Canal debt. 4 

‘this pledge includes all the tolls, those payable on 
public as well as private property; and the public 
agents could not, without violating the said act, and 
impairing the security thereby pledged, do otherwise 
than to collect on public property, transported upon 
the Canal, the customary toll payable on the same 
kinds of property owned by individuals, Besides, there 
having been norule or law in existence exempting 
public property from the payment of tolls, at the time 
when the appropriations were made for the completion 





1835. } GIRARD COLLEGE FOR ORPHANS, 73 








of the Rail nee an exemption from such payment} To Taz Burtprne Commirres or Graanp Correos, 
would, in effect, amount to an additional appropriation. . 
It also appears from an estimate lately made, that ene ee saute cae aa 
there h to the state, by the faciliti rd- _ e 
ed by the Improvements, in the transportation of mate. | $t™uctions, to lay before you a summary of our proceed. 

rials for their construction a sum exceeding $70,000. | ‘8% during the past year. 
This pena justly entitles the canal and rail ways | At the date of my last annual report, the walls of 
to a credit fur the ordinary tolls on public property the building were so far advanced, as to be prepared 
transported thereon.—By order of the Board, | for receiving the arches to support the floor of the first 
J. MITCHELL, Canal Commissioner. | $'0°Y: wore ome of the yey oo 
os rected, that during the season o J4, the building 
ar ei snrnay gg sbould be raised to a sufficient height to receive the 
- ay P arches of the second story. ‘his hasaccord.ngly been 

——==—— accomplished. 
GIRARD COLLEGE FOR ORPHANS, 18 “tate ern tr ee eee poston gh 
tof the Building Committee of the Girard Coll. present elevation of the building 29 feet above the 
Y Orpha f ” ground : 
or Orphans, . 

. soa a ne The wall for the support of the columns, (which is 9 
To the Select and Common Councils of Philadelphia. fect in thickness, and extends around the whole edi- 

Together with a Report to the Building Committee, by | fice,) is entirely finished. 
The platform around the building is substantially 
arched, and prepared to receive the marble pavement, 
At the close of the last season, all the workmen, ex- 
The Building Committee of the ‘Girard College for} cept the stone cutters, carpenters, and blacksmiths, 
Orphans,” to the Select and Common Councils of! were discharged, The stone cutters were occupied du- 
Philadelphia, REPORT— ring the winter, in carving capitels and bases for the 


That in pursuance of the duties of their appointment, interior columns, and in working ashlar; the carpenters 
it devolves upon them to communicate to Councils | Wr engaged in framing centres for the large archess 
their proceedings during the past year. and the blacksmiths in forging bolts, straps, &c. for the 

They take pleasure in saying, that the work under | centring ‘ 
their charge has progressed to their entire satisfaction, | On the 27th of March, the stone masons and bricks 
and their expectations have been fully realized in its | !€yers commenced work for the season. 
execution. The four large groin arches, for the support of the 

Nothing has been omitted that would give perma- floor of the first story, were commenced on the 25th of 
nency and durability to the edifice; and all contracts April, and finished on the 14th of June; they are con- 
have been made with strict reference to economy, un | Structed in the best manner possible;—each arch cons 
the one hand, and the capability of the contractors on | tains (exclusive of the abutments) 75,000 bricks; the 
the other. keys are all composcd of marble, fitted and arranged 

The committee would further observe that the ra- | With grest accuracy; —all the arches of the basement 
pidity with which the work has progressed during the | Were finished, and the walls of the first story com- 
past year, merits their approbation.—They are of opi- | menced in the month of June. 
nion that more than one story of the college should not | In compliance with your resolution of the 11th of 
be constructed in any one year, and each season’s work | March, we have constructed the interior walls, above 
should be so arranged, as to make the arching, the first | the basement, of bricks, and the piers for the support 
business of the year; that course has been thus far pur- | of the second story arches, in alternate sections uf 
sued, and its advantages are obvious; the arches have | bricks and dressed granite. Much delay was occasion- 
time to become sufficiently firm to enable them to re- | ed to the building, in consequence of not being able to 
sist uninjured, the frosts of winter, and when they are | obtain these stones as rapidly as they were required; in 
left at the close of the season, there is about 18 feet of | order, therefore, to prevent future inconvenience from 
the walls of the next story above them, which has a | the same cause, we have placed under contract, all the 
tendency to strengthen them. | hammered stone that will be required in the construc- 

The committee respectfully recommend, that one of | tion of the corresponding piers, in the second story.— 
the out buildings be commenced in the ensuing spring; | About one-third of the quantity has already been de- 
and in order that the arrangement of these buildings, | livered at the College. 
may be such as fully to meet the purposes of the In- | ‘The iron bands for resisting the horizontal thrust of 
stitution, they recommend, that the Trustees of the Gi- | the arches for the second story, are all completed; 
rard College be requested to appoint a committee of | the iron is of a very superior quality,and well wrought. 
eight, who, together with this committee, andthe Ar-| The setting of marble was commenced on the 26th 
chitect, shall be directed to lay before Councils a plan | of May, and prosecuted with vigor during the remainder 
embracing the whole arrangement of out buildings. of the season. Every attention has been paid to have 

They respectfully submit the report of the Architect, | this part of the work substantially executed; all the 
which document contains a detailed account of the pro- | ashlar is dowelled together, and securely connected 
ceecings in relation to the college during the past year; | with the brickwork, by means of crampirons. 
also a summary statement of the expenditures since the In the month of April last, we contracted with se- 


Cone of the work. a veral carvers in marble, for finishing seventeen of the 
All of which is respectfully submitte:. capitals for the exterior Portico; all of these capitals have 


Tuomas U. Watrens, Architect. 


JOHN GILDER, Cha‘tman. been commenced, and parts of several of them have 
JAMES BURK, already beencompleted, they are highly creditable to the 
PETER. WRIGHT, arts in this country, and will not suffer by a comparison 
JOHN M. BARCLAY, with any imported architectural carving that I have 
JAMES HUTCHINSON, ever yet seen, 

DENNIS M’CREDY, The sixteen Ionic columns for the vestibules of the first 
JOS. LIPPINCOTT, story, are in progress of execution; twelve capitals,and 
J. ROACH, ten bases are now finished, the remaining part will be 


Philadelphia, Dec, 25, 1834. 
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completed during the winter. —We are working the 
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shafts of each of these culumns in one piece; they are 
two feet in diameter, and fourteen feet long. 

Tlie marble that has been delivered during the past 
year, fully equals our expectations, both in quality and 
quantity. —No difficulty has occurred in obtaining the 
largest blocks that will be required in the construction 
of the College: some of these blocks have already been 
conveyed to the building with great facility. In con- 
sequence of their unusual size,considerable preparation 
was necessary, before the contractors were ready to 
furnish them; we therefore experienced some delay in 
the early part of the work, but such an arrangement 
has been made, as to insure the delivery of the heaviest 
pieces, as rapidly as they will be required. 

The quarries of Messrs. Jacobs & Cornog are now 
in a better state for obtaining marble, than they have 
been since the commencement of the work;—these 
gentlemen have ready for delivery several large column 
blocks, and a considerable quantity of marble for the 
capitals, all of which they are now about commencing 
to convey. to the building. 

All the contractors for furnishing marble have com- 
plied with their respective contracts. Some delay oc 
curred, in obtaining stone for the window jambs, but 
it was in consequence of their unusual size. The con- 
tractors are now occupied in quarrying the correspond- 
ing stones for the second story, so that no future dif- 
ficulty will arise from this cause. 

All the lumber for forming the centres,for the arches 
of the first story, is under contract, and a considerable 
portion has already been delivered; these centres will 
be constructed during the winter, so as to commence 
setting them, as soon as the walls are uncovered in the 
spring. 

We have suspended for the winter, all work which 

could not be performed in the shops, and securely co- 
vered the walls and arches, so as to protect them from 
injury by frost. 
‘ There have been two millions of bricks, sixteen 
thousand superficial feet of marble, three thousand se- 
ven hundred cubic feet of granite, and one thousand 
one hundred perches of rubble stone, used in the 
building during the past year. 


There are now on the ground, about seven hundred 
thousand bricks, reserved for commencing work in the 
spring; we have also about six thousand feet of finished 
ashlar, window cornice, sills, &c., and seven thousand 
seven hundred cubic feet of marble in the rough, suita- 
ble for capitals, cornices, &c. 

The whole quantity of marble delivered during the 
past year, amounts to 26,082 cubic feet. 

The farm house, that was in progress of execution at 
the time [ made my last annual report, has been com- 
pleted;—there have also been erected abarn, spring- 
house and kitchen. All the land not occupied in the 
building of the college, amounting to about 28 acres, 
has been put under good fences, and rented to a farmer, 
The expenditures from December 23, 1833, 

to Decemter 23, 1834, amount to $112,048 
There are now on the ground materials 

and workmanship unpaid for to the 

amount of 


To which sums, add the expenses of 1833, 
amounting to 


14,500 
69,990 


Making the whole expense since the com- 
mencement of the work amount to 196,544 
From which deduct the sum expended in 
improving the farm attached to the col- 
lege building, farm house, barn, &c., 


amounting to 8,500 


Sollnmeeestenitmenal 


Making the sum expended and yet due on 
account of the college, since the com- 
mencement of the work, amount to 188,044 

The materials and workmanship now on the 
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ground, and not yet made use of in the 

building, are worth about 23,000 
Making the cust of the building in its present 

state, including all incidental expenses, 

such as work shops, hoisting, machines, 

tools, &c. amount to 165,044 

A sum which is understood to be more than $40,000 
less than the income from the college funds during that 

eriod. 

. Permit me most respectfully to invite your attention 
to the subject of the “ out buildings.” Whether it 
is expedient for the general execation of the purposes 
of the Will of Mr. Girard, to begin the instruction of 
the orphans before the completion of the college, is a 
subject on which I do not presume to offer an opinion; 
but what I venture respectfully to suggest, is, that the 
works of the college are now so far advanced that the 
operations can be extended very easily, and advantage- 
ously as they may now be all included under the same 
system of management, without any additional expense 
for superintendence. 

In this view of the subject, I submit for your con- 
sideration the propriety of commencing one of the out 
buildings in the spring; it could be completed for use 
and occupied before the large recitation rooms in the 
college would probably be wanted; and the whole 
work, both college and out buildings, could thus ad- 
vance together, not only without disadvantage, but 
with mutual benefit to each other, both as it regards 
economy and appearance. 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
THOMAS U. WALTER, Architect, 
Girard College, December 23, 1834. 
To Joun Gitpsr, Esquire, 
Chairman of as Committee, 
Girard College for Orphans. 





MINT OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Report of the Director of the Mint, in relation to the 
operations of that institution during the year 1834.— 
Read, and laid upon the table.—-January 12, 1835. 


W asHincTon, t 
January, 10, 1835. 


Sir:—I herewith transmit to the House of Represen- 
tativesa report from the Director of the Mint, exhidit- 
ing the operations of that institution during the year 
1834, 

ANDREW JACKSON, 
The Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Mint or THE Unitep States, 
Philadelphia, January 1, 1835. é 


Sir:—I have now the honor to submit a report of the 
general transactions of the mint during the last year. 

The coinage effected within that period amounts to 
$ 7,388,423; comprising $3,954,270 in gold coins; 
$3,415,002 in silver; $19,151 in copper; consisting of 
11,637,643 pieces of coin, viz: 





Half eagles 732,169 pieces, making 5,660,845 
Quarter eagles = 117,570 do 293,425 
Half dollars 6,412,004 do 3,206,002 
Quarter dollars 286,000 do 71,500 
Dismes 635,000 do 63,500 
Half dismes 1,480,000 do 74,000 
Cents 1,855,100 do 18,551 
Half cents 120,000 - do 600 
11,637,643 $7,388,423 ~ 
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The deposits of gold within the past year, have 
amounted, in round numbers, to $4,389,090; of which 
about $1,067,000 consisted of coins of the United 
States, issued previously to the act of 28th June, esta- 
blishing a new ratio of gold to silver: about $898,000 
were derived from the gold regions of the United States; 
$225,000 from Mexico, South America, and the West 
Indies; $2,180,000 from Europe; $12,000 from Africa; 
and $9,000 from sources not ascertained. Of the 
amount received from Europe, about four-fifths were in 
foreign coins. 


The coinage of gold under the new ratio, commenc- 
ed on the first day of August, the earliest period per- 
mitted by the act. In anticipation, however, of a 
change in the legal valuation of gold, it had been con. 
sidered proper to suspend the coinage of «ll deposits 
received after the Ist June. Previousiy to this period, 
the sum of $383,545 had been coined, so that, of the 
above amount of the gold coinage for the past year, 
$3,570,725 consist of coins of the new standard. This 
amount, however, is the result of the operations of the 


mint during only five months of the year, correspond- | 


ing to an amount, for a full year, of about 84 millions in 
gold. Within the same period, the coinage of silver 
was regularly maintained at the average rate of the 
whole year, making a general result of both gold and 
silver corresponding to a yearly coinage of nearly 
$12,000,000. 

The amount in gold in the vaults of the mint on the 
Ist August was $468,500; the amount now remaining 
in the mint uncoined is $435,000; no part of which was 
deposited earlier than the 9th December, The amount 
of silver remaining in our vaults for coinage, is, in 
round numbers, $475,000; no part of which was de- 
posited earlier than the 20th Novembe 


The amount of silver coined within the past year, it 
is satisfactory to state, has exceeded by about a quarter 
ofa million the silver coinage of any previous year; 
while the gold coinage has exceeded the aggregate 
coinage of gold during the nine preceding ) ears, from 
1825 to 1835, inclusive. 


The influx of silver during the past year having very 
considerably exceeded the amount contemp ated in the 
estimates for the year, occasioned, during a large por- 
tion of that period, an unusual retardation in the delive. 
ry of coins; and the amount of deposits has no doubt 
been restrained, to some extent, by this consideration. 
The estimate for the current year, it is believed, will 
cover the power required to meet the whole demand 
for coinage, in a due proportion of the several de- 
nominations of coin, 


Annexed is a table exhibiting the amount of gold re- 
ceived from the gold region of the United States, an- 
nually, from the year 1824, inclusive. It will be ob- 
served, that the progressive increase in the amount re- 
ceived from that quarter is less conspicuous within the 
last year: This results, it is believed, ina sery mate- 
rial degree, from the attention which has, during that 
period, been directed to arrangements for working the 
veins from whence have been derived those superficial 
deposits of gold, which, being most obvious, have 
heretofore attracted the principal regard, Nothing 
has occurred to weaken the impression before enter- 
tained as to the exent and richness of the gold mines 
of the United States, but much to confirm the confi- 
dence befare expressed, not merely in their increasing 
productiveness, but in their permanency. 


I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
SAM. MOORE, 
Director. 


The Prestpent of the United States. 
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THE WESTERN CANAL, 


Mr. Chandler presented the annexed report to the 
Common Council, which was laid on the table, 

The joint special committee, to whom was referred 
the memorial of sundry citizens asking that Councils 
would investigate the subject of a canal on the west 
side of Schuylkill from Fairmount to Mill Creek near 
Gray’s Ferry, beg leave to—Report: 


That in compliance with the spirit of the memorial, 
your committee gave notice of their readiness to hear 
what could be advanced as evidence, that the proposed 
canal would not be at variance with the City’s pros- 
perity; and our fellow citizens, Thomas Kittera and 
Thomas Mitchell, Esqrs, the former as council fur the 
applicants, and the latter as one desirous of the measure 
attended the meetings of the committee, and took part 
in the proceedings. 


Your committee after hearing for three evenings, tes. 
timony from gentlemen introduced by the friends of 
the proposed canal, have come to the conclusion, 
founded as well upon the testimony adduced, as from 
a knowledge of the yet unimproved capabilities of the 
western front of the city to accommodste additional 
trade, and uponan appreciation of the expenditures, to 
the public and private, already made for future opera- 
tions, as also upon the claims which the water works 
have upon the jealous regard of these Councils, that it 
is the duty of the Councils, not to change the course 
which they have pursued, with reference to the prop: s+ 
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edcanal. And they therefore offer the following reso- 


lution: 

Resolved, That the committee be discharged from 
a further considesation of the subject. 

JOSEPH R. CHANDLER, 
MERRIT CANBY, 
RICHARD PuICE, 
JAMES BULK. 

The undersigned, constituting the minority of the 
Joint Committee of the Seleci and Common Councils, 
appointed, on the 18th ult., to investigate the merits 
of the application to the Legislature for the incor- 
poration of a company to construct a canal on the 
west side of the Schuylkill, from Fairmount to Mj!l 
Creek, beg leave to submit their views in relation 
to it. 

Soon after the organization of the committee, at the 
request of various persons interested in this work, and 
on the motion of one of the committee, leave was grant- 
ed to all persons feeling an interest in the scheme, to 
submit their views in relation thereto, and every facility 
was given to the receiving of evidence, either for or 
against the work, 

Much valuable information was derived from persons 
connected with the trade on the Schuylkill, and ac 
quainted with the character of the projected improve- 
ment, and the result of it has been, on the minds of the 
undersigned, a conviction that the work is one calcu- 
Jated greatly to promote the interests of the trade of 
Philadelphia, and thereby to advance the prosperity of 
our city. ‘They are also of opinion that these results 
oan be obtained without jeoparding in the least the 
great interest which we ali feel in the security of our 
water works, as to either the abundance or the purity 
of their supply from the Schuylkill. And they believe 
that this scheme can be carried into execution without 
materially interfering with any of the real interests of 
the city. 

In order to appreciate the importance of this project, 
it will be well to bear in mind that the trade on the 
Schuylkill in front ofthe city was, so late as the year, 
1825, confined to a few unimportant objects, employ- 
ing only vessels of the smallest size, and requiring very 
little wharf accommodation; but that, since that period, 
a trade amounting already to upwards of 400,000 tons 
annually, has been created. Large as this may appear, 
it is but the forerunner of that which our city will soon 
command, provided a judicious foresight prepares the 
way for it, by affording to it accommodations commen- 


surate with its growing magnitude and importance. — | 


An examination of the progressive increase of the trade, 
shows that (with two temporary except ons only, re- 
sulting from those vicissitudes to which all commercial 
communities are liable) the increase in the later years 


[January 





and security against accidents. On the Schuylkill, the 
case is otherwise; they are brought down into tide wa- 
ter, and hauled alongside of elevated wharves, con-- 
siructed for the high tides of that river. ‘This circum- 
stance limits the unloading to a few hours, probably not 
more than three in each tide; and owners desirous of 
unloading two boats in twenty-four hours, at the same 
place, can effect this object only by having the work 
done at night, with all the objections to which night 


| work is liable. From this cause, boats are often delay- 


ed from one to five days; the crews disperse, and the 
| operation of unloading, which elsewhere is done by the 
boats crew, is here entrusted to a separate class of 
| workmen, who charge a high price for their labor. — 
Their charge usually amounting to three dollars per 
boat, (averaging forty-five aa cr about 6 2-3 cents ° 
per ton, would be readily saved, could the crew of the 
boat unload immediately on their arrival, as they da 
elsewhere. The arrangement of our wharves on the 
Schuy!kill is unfavorable to the screening and handling 
of coal, prior to shipment. It is easy to conceive thata 
more favorable disposition could be obtained by means 
of a canal elevated six feet above tide water, as propos- 
ed by the petitioners, the effect of which would be 
to facilitate the screening of coal on permanent screens 
and to avoid at least one, and in some cases two hand- 
lings of the coal, and all the waste by breakage incident 
upon the same. Each handling of coal may be estimat- 


ed at from eight to ten cents, and the waste at about ten 
cents per ton. 





The freight from Pottsville to Philadelphia, last year, 
averaged about one dollar per ton assuming twelve 
days as the duration of a trip, and the average deten- 
tion on the Schuylkill, below Fairmount dam, to be 
about two days, (which estimate accords with the evi- 
dence of competent and respectable witnesses, ) it fol- 
lows that on a load of forty-five tons of coal, during the 
last year, the boat’s crew earned at the rate of $3 75 

| per day; and that an improvement calculated to reduce 
the length of the trip by two days, would have effected 
ia reduction of freights of about $7 50 per boat load, or 
;about seventecn cents per ton. If the trip were per- 

formed in ten days, as stated in evidence, the daily 
earnings would be $4 50, and the saving twenty cents 
perton. At present, the boats lie in the river, and are 
exposed to considerable injury, and some risk, from the 
fluctuations of tide, and from the heavy swells on the 
Schuylkill during stormy weather. Abundant proof 
exists that boats have been sunk between Fairmount 
dam and the city wharves; and in some cases even those 
that were fastened to wharves, have been endangered 
| by occasional high tide, and south-westerly storms, or 


| by heavy floods in the river. 


| From all these facts, the committee conclude that the 








hasbeen much greater than in the first years of this | "eduction of charges on the coal trade which would re- 


series. The whole of our wharves applicable to the 
purposes of shipment are now in demand, and the rents 
which some of them yields, would, a few years since, 
have been deemed incredible. 

The objects which are brought down the Schuylkill 
are of the most bulky nature, and require extensive ac- 
commodations, while their low price, and small intrin- 
sic value, render it desirable that- they should be sub- 
jected to as small a tax for wharfage, storage, &c. as 
possible. 


The evidence subm‘tted to the committee, establishes 


sult from the execution of such a canal, would be equi- 
valent, as has been stated in evidence, to from forty to 
fifty cents per ton, while the facilities which it would 
give for the expansion of the trade, would be very 
greatly enhanced. 
That this result is a desirable one, will sufficiently 
appear when we consider the very uncertain character 
| of that trade, now in its infancy, but which, if duly fa- 
'vored, is destined to impart to our state a degree of 
wealth and importance unequalled by any state in the 
‘Union. And it behooves the citizens of Philadelphia, 











the fact that the coal trade, which now constitutes | seriously to reflect apon the fact, that by the industry 
samewhat more than half the business done on the | and enterprise of our neighbors, two of the three large 
Schuylkill, is subjected to very s: rious obstructions, | depots of anthracite coal in Pennsylvania are now made 
auch as are avoided by companies that ship their coal | to pour their wealth directly into the city of New York. 
from depots situated elsewhere than in the city of | Short as has been the period since the first application 
Philadelphia, The transfer of coal from canal boats to | of mining to the large depots of Pennsylvania, we have 
the wharf, by the Lehigh Coal Company, at Bristol, | already witnessed the order of nature evidently twice 
and by the Delawareand Hudson Company, at Rondout, | made to yield to the enterprise of man, and the product 


is effected with great ease; boats unload in a canal or | of our state directed from its natural channel to a new 
bagin at all hours, with every advantage of low wharves, one. 
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The valleys of the Lackawanna and of the Lehigh, | apprehension that they might be accompanied by other 
which at one time were thought to be the unailienable, | consequences of an injurious character, can justify an 
as they were the natural tributaries of the Delaware, | opposition to it on the part of the city. 
are now sending their produce directly to New York, The objectious which have been raised to it are: 
The coal of the former crosses the Delaware at Car- Ist. Its effect upon the Water Works at Fairmount. 
penter’s Point, to seek a distant market; and that of | 2d. Its injurious tendency as regards the health of 
the Lehigh crossing the same stream at Easton, or at a | the county. 
lower pomt, will by means of the Morris Canal, but} 3d. The withdrawal ofa portion of the inhabitants 
especially of the Delaware and Raritan Canal, seek a | from the city to West Philadelphia. 
foreign market. While our citizens are lullec into | 4th. The reduction in the value of our wharf proper- 
security, our neighbors have been active in executing) ty on the Schuylkill. This last objection we have 
works by which nearly one half of the coal of Penn-| already expressed our belief is unfounded. The first 
sylvania will pass away for ever from our markets to | of these would, undoubtedly, be the most serious, if it 
theirs. It is true we have it in our power to check their | were well founded; but, in the opinion of the under- 
operations and to promote the success of our commerce. | signed, there is no reasonable ground for apprehen- 
We may by increasing the facilities of the Schuylkill | sion. 
trade, and reducing the charges upon it, bring the coal | _It has been said, that the reduction in the waters of 
of the Schuylk.1l into market, on more favorable terms, | the Schuylkill, occasioned by the construction of this 
than those upon which the New York merchants can | canal, would endanger the supply of the city. If this 
receive that of other depots by their canals; and it is opinion had not been advanced by gentlemen of known 
angene the interest of the city of Philadelphia | experience and judgment, the undersigned would 
to do so if she va'ues the extensive coasting trade, | scarcely have credited that such an apprehension could 
and the influx of foreign capital which the produce | be entertained; and even now, with great deference to 
of Schuylkill county can be made to procure for | the judgment of others, they can scarcely forbear view- 
her. : ing it as one of the evidences of that nervousness with 

The undersigned are further of opinion that as soon | which every thing connected with the Fairmount Water 
as the trade upon the Pennsylvania Canals shall have | Works is usually considered. Assuming the canal to 
been created, as it must very soon be, the demand for | be two anda half miles long, thirty feet wide at bottom, 
wharf accommodation on the Schuylkill, for depots of | with a water surface of forty-five feet, and a depth of 
grain and country produce, will be immense. ‘The in- | five feet, it will be found that its capacity is equal to 
crease from this source alone in the ensuing ten years, | 2,475,000 cubic feet; and its surface 594,000 square 
will probably surpass, certainly equal that which we | feet. The locks of the Schuylkill Navigation Company 
have witnessed from the coul trade in the last ten years. | at Fairmount, are eighty feet long, nine feet lift, and 
if the twenty-two millions of dollars which the State | their width is in one lock fourteen feet, in the other 
has invested inher public works, and the five millions | seventeen feet—giving for the average capacity of the 
expended by the Union Canal Company, and by the | locks 11,160 cubic feet. So that the whole capacity 
Schuylkill Navigation Company, are ever to yield, as | of the canal would fall short of 222 locks full of 
we doubt not they will soon do, ample fruits, it must be | water. 
by carrying upon the Schuylkill a trade of immense | [It was proved before the committee by evidence of 
extent, requiring the most expanded accommodations. | an experienced engineer in the service of the Naviga- 
Already we have witnessed the existing warehouses on | tion Company, that it is a large allowance to suppose 
that river crowded with goods destined for the interior | that the loss of water in the canal by leakage and eva- 
and with the return cargyves of flour, grain, &c. If | poration, would, after the second year from its comple- 
moreover, we consider that all the Schuylkill coal re-| tion, amount to forty-five cubic feet per minute per 
quired for the city consumption, must always be landed | mile. Atthis rate, the total loss by leakage and eva- 
on this side of the river, we need entertain no appre- | poration daily, on the whole canal, would be 162,000 
hension that the execution of the canal on the west side | cubic feet, or less than fifteen locks full daily; and it 
will materially affect the value of our city front on the | would require upwards of fifieen days for the water to 
Schuylkill. waste away, if no additional supply were introduced.— 

We will not pause to inquire into the direct advanta- | This istaken from the experience upon 123 miles or 
ges which the city might derive from this increased fa- | more on the New York canal. On the Ohio canal two 
cility to the coal trade, arising out of the large and | experiments made by this engineer, the one on nine, 
valuable tracts of Anthracite and Bituminous coal lands | the other on forty miles, gave for results a loss of thir 
bequeathed to her by Stephen Girard, and Elias | teen cubic feet in the first, and of twenty five cubic 
Boudinot; but we will call the attention of Councils to | feet in the second per minute per mile; which would 
the great value which the new Almshouse property on | greatly reduce the danger of waste of water from the 
the west side of the Schuylkill would acquire. It is in | making of this work. 
evidence before the committee that the front of that} But even admitting the largest loss which we have 
property on the Schuylkill could be immediately con- | heard of, that which took place on the long levels, with 
verted into depots for the shipping of coal, producing | extensive embankments, of the New York Canal, during 
a large income to the city, if rented, or greatly reduc- | the first year or two after its being opened, and before 
ing the amount of debt on that property if sold. it might be said to be perfected, even then the loss is 

It should be borne in mind, that the city proper has | far from considerable. In this extreme case it is stated 
a large interest, say from one half to two thirds, in the | at 70 cubic feet per minute, per mile; which would 
property and debts of the corporation of the Guardians | amount on the projected canal to 252,000 cubic feet 
of the Poor, that the expense of erecting the new Alms- | per day, equivalent to less than 23 locks full, and re- 
house, including the purchase of the land, does not fall | quire near ten days for the canal to empty itself entirely 
much short of one million of dollars, and that the tax | by this means, if all access of water were stopped. A 
upon the city for the support of the poor now rises as | short calculation from these data proves that even at 
high as thirty four cents in the one hundred dollars. — | this extreme rate of loss, the total consumption of water 
The projected canal would pass through this property, | by evaporation and leakage would during the whole 
for a distance of not less than 4000 feet, enabling the | Season of navigation, scarcely exceed half the amount 
city to relieve itself by its advanced value from a very | Of water now consumed for lockage, even admitting 
heavy burthen, that the arrangement of business were such that every 

Indeed, the advantages which would result to the | chamber full of water that is now wasted passed two 
city from the execution of this work appears to us so | boats, one ascending and the other descending. Ac- 
direct and palpable, that nothing but a well grounded | cording to the evidence submitted by a gentleman of 
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scientific acquirements who was examined before the’| signed deem it proper to state that the nature of the 
Committee, the whole daily evaporation on two and a| ground would forbid the execution of such a scheme, 
half miles of the canal, taken at the maximum of the | if other causes did not operate against so repulsive a 
a ne by een —_ - aay aul Soe - a oo e _ en gh oe 
e capacity of one of the chambers of the locks at | veral feet under the bottom o anal, — 
Fairmount—a result so small, that after making the | arched over, and entirely concealed from sight. 
largest allowances for differences of climate or errors of | 3d. The withdrawal of a portion of the population of 
experimentors, the quantity is scarcely deserving of | the city to the vicinity of the canal has been alleged 
notice. The evidence of persons familiar with the | as one of the evils to flow from this work. The un- 
ground, over which the canal would pass, clearly es- | dersigned do not view it as likely to produce such a 
tablishes that, with due care, a very good and water-| result. The business on thisside of the Schuy)kill will 
tight work can be constructed. ‘The blue clay which | always be active, and require the labour of the same 
. a on part, if —— the — of the line, is de- | a that co _— a . eeera 
clared by competent judges to be almost impervious to | wou e given to the trade of the city, and any in- 
water: wherever the canal passes through i, no leak- | crease of population required by West Philadelphia 
age could take place; and where it does not occur, it | will be drawn from other sources, At any rate, the 
could be readily brought to the spot so as to mike the | traders in coal will always find it desirable for them to 
work water tight. Hut it is easy te secure ourselves | reside in the city, near to the centre of commercial 
against all losses by introducing a clause in the Bill, | transactions. The canal will only attract the class of 
directing that gates shovld be placed at Fairmount, | persons actually engaged in handling the coal. If the 
se — of an wee eo by ae ems to | oo — ees = a oe - — ~ 
e closed whenever a scarcity of water in the Fairmount | quired in Spring Garden and Pe ownship, or at th 
dam, or the leaky ccevdition o fthe Canaltelow, would | mouth of the Schuylkill, and the undersigned cannot 
produce an apprehension of an insufficient supply for | discover how the circumstance of their leaving West 
the city Water Works. ‘To this and other salutary | Philadelphia would impair the prosperity of the city 
restrictions it is understood that the applicants would | Ao The a a be cane as = heart, 
cheerfully assent. ‘the former as the limbs, and whatever produces a 
It has bezn urgeé at this work would impair the | healthy growth, and thriving at the extremities must 
purity of the Schuylkill Water. It is difficult to con- | always promote strength and healthy action at the cen- 
ceive how the water above Fairmount Dam on the east | tre. 
side of the Schuylkill could be affected by the opera-| The undersigned have thus attemped to consider the 
tions of a coal trade on a Canal two miles below the | advantages and disadvantages ascribed to this scheme. 
dam on the west side. The opponents of the work | They may be mistaken in their views, but the result of 
have chosen to place themselves upon the horns of a| a long acquaintance with the Schuylkill trade, and of 
dilemma on which we will leave them. Either the canal | a laborious investigation of this subjeet, is, that the pro- 
will be tight, in which case there will be no waste of | posed scheme is one which, far from militating with the 
water; or if it be leaky so as to endanger the supply of | real interests of the city, will advance them; that it isa 
the City, the water in the canal cannot form the stag-, work called for by the present exigencies of the coal 
nant pool which it has been represented to be. ‘The | trade; that if it be not executed now, other schemes 
flow through the canal can always be regulated by the | less beneficial to the city will prosper at its ex; nse; 
City Authorities, and unless there were a return-| but that this work, sooner or later, must and will be 
ing tide from the lower to the upper part of the |done. That it is essential to the prosperity of Phila- 
Canal, which is impossible, the impuritics which delphia, as well as ta that of the state at large. They 
would arise from the occupation of it by boats | regret that the votes of Councils, both during the last 
could not be carried back to the wheels at Fairmount, | and present session of the Legislature, indicate an op- 
It is, however, easy to foresee that if facilities are not position to this scheme; they respectfully suggest that 
given to the Coal Trade to establish itself on the | the voice of the city should be heard as seldom as pos- 
Schuylkill below the dam, it will occupy the pool itsclf| sible in the councils of the state in opposition to tlie 
above Fairmount, and contaminate the waters at that | great interests of the commonwealth. This opposition 
spot. By means of the Penn Township rail road, coal | should be reserved for cases alone which are of vital 
landed at this place can be shipped with little expense | importance to the city. Such a case they believe does 
on the Delaware; and by other schemes now in agita- | not now present itself. As the majority of the commit- 
tion, it may from the same spot be taken by Rail aod | tee have not deemed it expedient to report the infor 
to landings at the mouth of the Schuylkill, where it | mation submitted to them, the undersigned have annex- 
sy mena any manual labour be screened and trans- | ed what, — comparison with their eth a they 
ferred from the Cars to the vessels engaged in the | believe to be an accurate statement of the evidence, 
coasting trade. How far either of these outlets to the | with two written communications. They report them 
Coal Trade may be opened before .ong, the undersign- | in order that any member of Council desirous to do so, 
ed will not venture to decide; but they will express | may have an opportunity to examine them for himself. 





their firm conviction that in either case the accumula- (Signed) 
tion of filth in the pool above Fairmount would serious- WM. H. KEATING, 
ly affect the character of the water used by our citizens. MANUEL EYRE, 


a ere of the canal on the west side seeemmseeere 

of the Schuy!kill upon the health of the vicinity, has : 

been urged with great zeal; but, in the opinion of the | a a ae siege dachihespeeng Pe 

undersigned, with more speciousness than truth.— | ROAD COMPANY, 

They are inclined to adopt the opinion of an experienc- | The President and Managers of the Mine Hill and 

ed physician of our city, that the canal would, if pro-| Schuylkill Haven Rail Road Company, respectfully 
erly constructed, rather be salutary than otherwise, as| submit the following as their annual Report to the 

it would act as a drain, and lead to the recovery of the | Stockholders: 

marshes that lie on the west side of the Schuylkill. As| There have been transported during the past year 

soon as the canal is made, those marshes will be re- over the Company’s road 41,529 tons of coal, and 1,087 


claimed, the river embanked, and what is now a source | tons of miscellaneous tonnage—the toll on which amount 
of miasmata, will be converted into an active scene of | to $9,326 24. The expenditures during the same pe- 
health and business. As attempts have been made to} riod have been as follows: On account of repairs, $2312 
create an impression that the sewer from the Almshouse | 58; salaries and incidentals, $1285 65; permanent im 
would discharge its contents into the canal, thé uncer-' provements, $3017 19, 








1835.] 





On the first of January, 1835, the shares of capital 
stock issued amounted to $122,450, to which must be 
a lded the mortgages and obligations, $61,000, making 
a total of $183,450. P 

By the preceding statement it will be s¢en that there 
has been this year a great diminution of the Company’s 
business, contrary to the expectations of the managers, 
and the views entertained in their last report. This 
result is to be ascribed chiefly to the embartassments 
which have so generally prevailed, by which some of 
the operators on the road were obliged to withdraw 
from the business, and partially to the surplus stock of 
coal on hand at the close of the last season, 

It will also be seen from the statement submitted, 
that the item of repairs bas been materially increased. 
In regard to this subject, it was stated in the last annual 
report, ‘*the experience of the past year-has shown 
that the increased amount of transportation on the rail 
road to Schuylkill Haven from the junction where the 
coal trade of the west and west-west branches unites, will 
expose the heavy (descending) track of that section of 
the road tu an earlier deterioration than any other part 
of it.” It was at the same time stated that the Board 
had in consideration the best manner of improving or 
renewing that portion of the road. The managers have 
now the satisfaction of infurming the stockholders that 
as an experiment a single track of iron edge rails ex- 
tending fifteen hundred feet, has been laid on the pre- 
sent sleepers. 

From experience thus obtained, it appears to be the 
most judicious plan for efficiency and permanency that 
can be adopted. It can be executed in detail so as 
greatly to reduce the annual repairs, and without creat- 
ing a burthen to the stockholders. The cost of this im- 
provement, included under the head of permanent im- 
provements, was $1215 72. 

As regards the prospects of the approaching season, 
the managers, notwithstanding the discouragements of 
the past year, cannot but entertain confident expecta— 
tions of very favorable results. ‘The supply of anthra- 
cite coal from all regions this year, is less by about 
118,000 tons than that of the last year; and there is 
every reason to believe, from the increased consump- 
tion, that at the commencement of spring operations, 
there will be no surplus on hand. 

Should this, so highly probable, be the case, a fresh 
impulse will be given to the coal trade ; especially as 
those causes no longer exist, which, during the past 
year, have so affected its prosperity in common with 
other branches of industry. 

As an index of the expansion of the company’s busi- 
ness, and the capabilities of the road, the subjoined 
statement of operations since it was epened for trade is 
furnished: 


(Coal and Miscellaneous. ) 


Tolls receivedin 1831, $2,563 03, on 17,559 tons. 
Do. do. 32, 14,803 07, on 66,120 tons. 
Do. do. °33, 17,193 39, on 72,072 tons. 


While the tolls, from causes explained, amounted in 
the year 1834, to only $9,326 24, on a tonnage of 
42,616, 

The managers therefore believe themselves justified 
for the reasons stated, in estimating that the business of 
the next season will exceed that of the year 1833. 

On behalf of the Board of Managers, 
(Signed) 
TIMOTHY Y. CALDWELL, President. 

Philadephia, Jan. 8th, 1835. 


PENNSYLVANIA CANAL. 


The following exhibits the business on the Canal, at 
Allegheny, up to the 2d of January, 1835, on which 
day the Canal was closed by ice —This was almost 
eight weeks later than the period at which,the Wheel- 
ing editor said, the Canal usually closed, 


LAKE ERIE, 
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We have no hesitation in predicting that navigation 
may be recummenced by the 22d of February, which 
will be more than five weeks earlier than the time at 
which, the Wheeling editor said, the Canal usually 
opened—making a difference of thirteen weeks in the 
term of interruption. — Pittsburgh Gaz. 


Collectors Office, 
Allegheny, W. D. Pa. Canal, Jan. 3, 1835. 


Whole amount received from Nov. 1, 


1834, as per last weekly statement, $3,115 454 
Amount received in the week ending Jan. 
2, 1835, 32 89 


Ce 


$3,148 343 


Ibs. 103,085 
341,332 





Whole amount received to Jan, 3, 1835, 


10 boats cleared, having tonnage 
For. tonnage received from the East, 








Total tonnage of the week, Ibs. 444,417 


Extra—W 00d, 40% cords; Boards, 400; Passengers, 
147 miles. 





Amount of Coal sold on the line of the Canal be- 


tween this place and Philadelphia, in the following 
years— 


1826 3,154 tons. 
1827 3,372 
1828 3,322 
1829 5,321 
1830 6,150 
1831 10,048 
1832 13,429 
1833 19,432 
1834 18,572 


Miners’ Journal. 


ee 


There are 60 acres in what is termed the “Spohn 
Tract.” Itis situated from two and a half to three 
miles from the landings. There is one vein. of Coal 
about seven feet in thickness which runs through the 
property about 900 yards, and one vein four feet in 
thickness running some distance under the seven feet 
vein. ‘The present proprietor paid $16,000 for the 
property, and expended about $2000 in improvements 
—making $18,000. He has mined out of the tract 
about 20,000 tons of coal—sold the property, after all 
the coal is worked out above the water level, for 10,000 
—and has been offered $8,000 fur the coal yet remain- 
ing in the tract above the water level, supposed to ex- 
ceed 20,000 tons.—Jbid, 





LAKE ERIE. 


There are now on lake Erie, thirly-four steam boats, 
of which thirty-two are owned in the United States, 
and over 150 brigs, schooners and sloops, besides a 
large number which belong on lake Ontario and the 
river St. Lawrence, but trade regularly with the ports 
on this and the upper lakes, The steamboats are con- 
fined almost exclusively to the conveying of passengers, 
at which they find constant and profitable employment, 
during the season of navigation. 

About four-fifths of the business of the boats is done 
in their trips up the lake. Ofcourse over one half of 
the passengers westward remain to populate the vast 
region, beyond the lakes. Of the actual emigration 
westward, it is calculated that less than one half go by 
steam boats, the remainder making their journey by 
land or on board the numerous other vessels which are 
fitted up in good style for comfort and-pleasure. The 
emigration westward, through and by this place, durin 
the past year, cannot be estimated at less than 100, 
persons, This number added to the hitherto immense 
population of those regions, and the prospect of a pro- 
gressive increase of emigration annually for many years 
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80 MISCELLANEOUS. 


— 


to come, ought to awaken the attention of Pennsylvania 
to the importance of speedily providing a communica- 
tion of her own, which shall afford her citizens an op- 
portunity to compete for the immense trade thus open- 
ed and demanding an outlet to the Atlantic.— Erie Ob- 
server. 





From the M’Kean Co. Journal, of Dec. 23, 1834. 


Mr. Chadwick—I have raised this season from two 
bushels and one third sowing, (allowing two bushels to 
the acre,) seventy five bushels Barley Oats, weighing 
30 pounds to the bushel. The land on which they grew 


has been cropped for five years in succession without. 


any manure.—Some of the stalks measured six and a 
half feet in length. 
IRA H. CURTIS, 
Keating Township, M’Kean Co. 
December 18, 1834. 





TarYtorsytLte DeLtawareE Brince.—We learn that 
this Bridge is now finished ina very neat and substantial 
manner, and that it was formally thrown open for cross- 
ing, by the Directors of the Company on New Year’s 
day. It will be a great accommodation to a large por- 
tion of the citizens of New Jersey as well as this state, 
being the only bridge over the Delaware river between 
Trenton and New Hope. We do not know the rates 
of Toll, but have understood that from the favorable 
terms upon which the bridge has béen built that the Di- 
rectors will be able to place the charges for toll at a 
very moderate rate.—Bucks Co. Intel. 





STEAM BOAT NAVIGATION. 

A gentleman in business, has politely furnished us 
with the following list of arrivals and departures of steam 
boats at and from the port of Pittsburgh, during the 
year 1834, viz: 

Between Pittsburgh, Louisville, Nashville, 


** $§t. Louis, and New Orleans, 822 
‘© Pittsburgh and Brownsville, 718 
** Pittsburgh and Beaver, 612 
‘© Pittsburgh and Wellsville, 82 
Whole number, 1634 


Jan. 19, 1835.—Slutesman. 





APPOINTMENTS BY THE MAYOR. 
City Solicitor. 
Edward Olmstead. 
City Commissioners. 
Adam Traquair, Pesident Samuel Harmstad 
William Farries Thomes K. Wallace, in 
{place of Thos. Estlack, resigned: 
Collectors of Water Rents, 
Armon Davis 
City Clerk. 
Robert H. Smith. 
Mayor’s Clerk 
John B. Kenney. 
High Constables. 


John M’Clean Willis H. Blaney 
Samuel P. Gurrigues William Mandry 


Superintendants for cleansing the crty. 

Robert Patton James M’Intyre. 
Clerks of High Street Market, 

Peter Conrad James Spicer. 
Clerk of Second Street Marlet. 

Henry B. Gillingham. 
Cuptain of the City Match. 
Robert R. Bell. 


James Hickey 








| January 
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Corders on Drawlh idge. 
Jacob Lawrence Thomas Doughton. 
Vaccine Physicians. 
Dr. James M’Clintock Dr. Jeremiah M’Cready 
Dr. Wm. 8S. Zantzinger Dr. J. Dunott, 
Collectors of Vaccine cases. 


James Kerr. S. W. District Thomas Porter, N. E. Dis 
James Gladding S.E.‘** John M. Fernsler, N.W. ‘ 








STATEMENT, 


Showing the amount of Paper each Bank in the State 
of Pennsylvania, has in circulation, in Bills of the 
denomination of FIVE DOLLARS, as reported, to 
the Auditor General of this Commonwealth, from the 


oo of December, 1834, to the 9th day of January, 
35. 


Bank of Northumberland, $73,965 
Wyoming Bank, at Wilkesbarre, 17,085 
Lebanon Bank, 27,400 
Kensington Bank, Philadelphia, 44,700 
Bank of Germantown, 17,990 
Girard Bank, 75,245 
Bank of Montgomery County, 30,215 
Farmers’ Bank of Lancaster, 33,165 
Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank, Philadelphia, 57,275 
Bank of Penn Township, 47,005 
Moyamensing Bank, 42,900 
Southwark Kank, 38 545 
Bank of the Northern Liberties, 59,924 
Farmers’ Bank of Reading, 61,525 

Merchants’ and Manufacturers’ Bank of Pitts- 
burg, 96,000 
York Bank, 24,155 
Bank of Chester county, 34,755 
Miner’s Bank of Pottsville, 30,820 
Bank of Chambersburg, 35,000 
Doylestown Bank of Buck’s County, 26,330 

Manufacturers’ and Mechanics’ Bank, Phila- 
delphia, 61,365 
Bank of Pennsylvania, 199,940 
Mechanics’ Bank of Philadelphia, 52,375 
Columbia Bridge Company, 15,000 
Bank ot Pittsburg, 136,950 
Monongahela Bank of Brownsville, 47,550 
Erie Bank, 24,730 
Bank of Gettysburg, 17,245 
Commercial Bank of Pennsylvania, 51,375 
Philadelphia Bank, 59,000 
Bank of Delaware County, 12,000 
Harrisburg Bank, 71,000 
Bank of Middletown, 31,985 
Farmers’ Bank of Bucks County, 19,060 
Schuylkill Bank, 106,850 
Northampton Bank, 87 ,885 
Western Bank of Philadelphia, 71,560 
Easton Bank, 84,000 
Lancaster Bank, 29,585 
$2,014,525 





ee 


DANIEL STURGEON, 
Auditor General’s Office, ¢ 


Jannary 12, 1835, 


eS 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA, 


The members of the Historical Society of Pennsylva- 
nia are informed that the Annual Meeting will be held 
at the Philosophical Hall over the Athenzum, on Mon- 
day evening, February 2d, at 7 o’clock. The atten- 


| dance of the members is particularly requested. 


J. R. TYSON, Sec’ry. 





